
















	 Old Time Radio is alive and well and appearing 
each spring and fall in the small hamlet of Sugar Loaf in 
the form of the Air Pirates Radio Theater. Voted the best 
local troupe in 2007 and 2009 by a poll of Times Herald-
Record readers, Air 
Pirates, a staged radio 
broadcast that mixes 
live theater with old-time 
radio drama, is gearing up 
for its 2010 fall season.
	 Unlike most 
theater experiences, the 
audience is a fundamental 
component of the per-
formances. In fact, Air 
Pirates is the only theater 
in the country that relies 
on the audience for the 
sound effects that ac-
company the radio plays, 
according to Paul Ellis, 
founder, producer, writer 
and director of the plays.  
	 Before the show, each audience member is given 
a prop and told the sound they are to make. The cue-card 
girl signals for the requisite sound effect at the appropriate 
time, be it a slam (door), stomp (footstep) or bang (gun).

	 Performed by a total of six actors playing multiple 
roles, the show even takes commercials breaks. Just as ra-
dio shows of the past would stop the action for “this com-
mercial brought to you by our sponsors,” the actors switch 

gears and perform ads for 
the Air Pirate sponsors. 
The audience provides 
the sound effects. 
	 This fall’s Air 
Pirates shows will open 
with “Space Cadet: Take 
Me to Your Lender,” Sept. 
25, followed by “Los Tres 
Balceneros: They Ride 
Like the Purple Haze” 
on Oct. 16, and “Herb 
Marks Freelance: Not All 
Fortunes are Found in 
Cookies” Nov. 13.  
	 The performances 
start at 8 p.m. at the 
Lycian Centre for the 
Performing Arts Pavilion. 

The plays also are simultaneously broadcast live over the 
Internet and locally on WTBQ radio. 
	 For more information about the Air Pirates, call 
845-469-7563 or visit www.airpiratesradiotheater.com.
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	 “This [technique] is what the students used to 
develop the songs in ‘Alice in Wonderland.’ In some cases 
they were successful in making ‘music’ to accompany the 
existing lyrics. In others they relied on the lyrics as dialog,” 
he said.
	 Each workshop has a different area of study. The 
upcoming workshop will concentrate on 10-minute plays. 
Honing in on character development, students will learn 
techniques to integrate themselves into their role and 
discover the essence of their character, as well as their 
relationship with other characters and their fellow actors. 
	 “The main goal of the summer program is to 
teach acting skills within the context of a production,” Ellis 
explained. “In the fall and spring we tackle more individu-
alized acting problems and solutions. We do not plan a 
performance, although we do open the last workshop 
to friends and family so they can see the work, much of 
which is still in progress.” 
	 The 10-week fall workshop begins Oct. 13 for stu-
dents 13 to 21 years old. Classes are held every Wednes-
day from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Pavilion. 
	 For additional information about the workshop, 
contact Ellis at 845-469-7563; to register for the work-
shop, call the Lycian Centre at 845-469-2287. 
	 A more detailed article about the workshops can 
be found in the winter 2009 issue of the Sugar Loaf Times. 
Current and back issues of the newsletter are available by 
contacting the editor at sugarloaftimes@optonline.net.

Air Pirates Brings Old Time Radio to Sugar Loaf

Students re-create the antics of the Mad Hatter
 and other Wonderland characters.

Actors ham it up for Air Pirates Old Time Radio shows.












